
p Ser�a Club Newsp

� e Serra Club of Wheeling, WV  Spring 2026

Wheeling 
Serra Club

Our club meets at noon the 
� rst and third Monday of each 
month at the St. Alphonsus 
Parish Center, 2111 Market 
Street, Wheeling, WV. Guests 
are always welcome - but 
please remember to let us 
know you’re coming. Email 
CindyFreeman130@yahoo.com 
if you plan to attend. 

Upcoming Meetings
3/16/2026- Stations of the 
Cross - no prayer leader

4/6/2026- Father Luis Mite 
prayer leader: Ray Blust

4/20/2026 - Bishop Mark 
Brennan; prayer leader: 
Gloria Yablonsky

5/4/2026- Sisters Luncheon
prayer leader:Karen Dobkin

Wheeling Serra Club 
celebrates 75 years of service

Our Wheeling Serra Club has been 
recognized by Serra Interational on the 
occasion of our 75th anniversary. Read what 
International President Dr Anne D. Roat had 
to say about this milestone:

Dear Serrans,
 It is with great joy that I wish you, 
the Serra Club of Wheeling, West Virginia, 
a Happy 75th Anniversary.  This is a 
signifi cant milestone in your club’s history 
and a cause for celebration.Receiving a 
charter for a Serra Club is an honor and 
demonstrates a commitment to the mission of Serra International.  
For over seventy-fi ve years, you have fostered and affi  rmed 
vocations to the priesthood and consecrated religious life.  For this, 
I want to sincerely thank you.
 When he addressed the Serrans gathered for the Serra 
International Convention in Rome, Pope Francis spoke about 
friendship with clergy.  “to be friends to priests, sustaining their 
vocation and accompanying them in their ministry:  with this great 
gift you enrich the Church!  This is, above all else, what a Serran 
is – a special friend whom the Lord has brought into the lives of 
seminarians and priests.  Friends who can off er priests support and 
regard their generous eff orts and human failing with understanding 
and tender love.  The Church and priestly vocations need you.”
 In fulfi lling the mission and ministry of Serra, you are 
following your unique vocation to be friends of priests and 
religious.  For this dedication, on behalf of the US Council of Serra 
International, I want to wish you another 75 years of fellowship and 
commitment to the legacy of St. Junipero Serra - Siempre adleante – 
always forward! God bless,
  Dr. Anne D. Roat, President 
 US Council of Serra International

Dr. Anne D. Roat 



Serra Club O�  cers
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Chaplain: Fr. Joseph Wiley          
jwiley@dwc.org 
President: Jay Prager  
jprager1031@gmail.com
VP Finance: Dr. Frank Carenbauer    
fl amewvu@aol.com
VP Programs: Cindy Freeman    
CindyFreeman130@yahoo.com   
VP Membership: Larry Finneran 
LawrenceFinneran@gmail.com                
VP Membership: Bill Fuller       
MrbFuller2000@yahoo.com
VP Vocations: Joe Pangilinan        
joeypang@aol.com
VP Communications: Janet Boyle 
jboyle@ghost-writers.com
VP Communications: Karen 
Dobkin 
kdobkin@ghost-writers.com 

Trustees
Vickie Joseph                     
vjvj2ndemail@gmail.com
Mary Carter marcar4@aol.com

Wheeling Serra Club
P.O. Box 4

Wheeling, WV  26003
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   Congratulations to Cli� on Mastran, who was ordained a deacon on Dec. 20, 2025 by Bishop Mark 
Brennan. Many Serrans were on hand to celebrate his ordination. Deacon Masstran was appointed deacon at St. 
Margaret Mary Parish in Parkersburg, e� ective February 4, 2026

Photos by Joe Pangilinan

Members of the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul put their faith in action

Serran Vickie Joseph, a longtime member of the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul, spoke to our club recently about the good works that society 
members perform.

� e society is an international Catholic 
lay organization dedicated to spiritual growth 
through person-to-person service to neighbors 
in need. Its mission is to provide tangible 
assistance while maintaining the dignity and 
con� dentiality of those they serve, making 
no distinction based on religion, race, or 
background. 

   Vickie said the society provides 
emergency � nancial aid, assisting with critical 
expenses such as:

• Rent and mortgage payments to prevent 
homelessness.

• Utility bills (water, electricity, gas).
• Prescription drug and medical costs.
• Essential Needs: Operating a network of food pantries, soup 

kitchens, and dining rooms that serve millions of meals annually.
• Disaster Relief: Providing long-term recovery support for victims of 

natural or man-made disasters.
Serrans Mary Lou Kent, Larry Bandi and Katie & Larry Finneran 

are also members of the St. Vincent de Paul society.  If you’d like more 
information about joining, please call Mary Lou at 304-242-1019. � e 
group welcomes new members.    

Clifton Mastran ordained to the deaconate

Vickie Joseph
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Frank Carenbauer shared this Serra Club newsletter from long ago. How 
cool that our club today has descendants of some of our founding members.

Deacon Jacob Manning gave a thoughtful 
presentation on Martin Luther King Day 
about two African-American men of God, civil 
rights leaders of the Catholic Church, who 
were called to reveal Jesus to others.   
Deacon Manning said we, too, are called to 
reveal Jesus to others - through our words, our 
actions, or our service to others. “Discernment 
is really an exercise in trying to determine what 
it is we’re called to do that can help us to reveal 
Christ to others,” he said.    “God is calling us 
to participate in some way in revealing him. 
We need to listen for that call and be willing to 
act on it.”

 Venerable Augustus Tolston, a Black 
Catholic priest, and Daniel Rudd, a Black 
Catholic journalist, 
were born in the 
U.S in 1854. “Both 
demonstrate that Jesus 
calls to us to be bold in 
our faith and to reveal 
him to others, even 
when it might not be 
the easiest thing to 
do,” Manning said.  

“Besides the 
year and the country 
of their births, Fr. Tolton and Mr. Rudd had 
several things in common, and there’s a reason 

5

Serran presentation focuses on Black Catholics who 
laid the groundwork for Catholics’ role in civil rights

I’m highlighting 
them today,” 
he continued. 
“Both were born 
to slaves before 
the Civil War, 
and both played 
early roles in 
helping American 
Catholics to see 
the need for an 
end to slavery and 
the beginning of 
the Civil Rights 
Movement.”

Rudd was the only Catholic periodical in 
the US owned and 
published by a black 
Catholic. In 1887, it 
would, in fact, feature 
Fr. Tolton as the most 
conspicuous man in 
America.

Deacon Jacob Manning

“Discernment is really an 
exercise in trying to determine 
what it is we’re called to do that 
can help us to reveal Christ to 
others.” Deacon Jacob Manning



� e Wheeling Serra Club and Team Sledd 
donate diapers to help families in need

 � e Wheeling Serra Club and Team Sledd 
recently presented $6,920 to the Gabriel Project to 
help struggling families with babies and toddlers. 
For the past 17 years, Serra and Team Sledd, the 
convenience store distribution leader,  have raised 
funds to support the Gabriel Project, which assists 
pregnant women and needy families with children 
under 2 years old. 
 Team Sledd President Rob Sincaavich and 
his wife Dianne matched the $3,460 donated by 
Serrans. Serran Barbara Napple ran this year’s 
Gabriel Project campaign. 

 � e Gabriel Project provides practical help to 
pregnant women in need and to families with infants 
and children. � e Sincavich familyz also provides the 
Gabriel Project with substantial year-round support 
for items families need. 
 � e relationship between the Gabriel 
Project, Team Sledd, and the Wheeling Serra Club 
has become a continuing blessing for Ohio Valley 
families, said Gabriel Project board member Rev. Jake 
Steele. Rev. Steele is the pastor of Forrest Burdette 
United Methodist Church in Hurricane, WV.  

Serra President Jay Prager, from left, presents a check to the Gabriel Project . Accepting the check are, second 
from left, Rev. Jake Steele, a member of the Gabriel Project board of directors; Team Sledd President Rob 
Sincavic and his wife Dianne; at far right is Gabriel Project longtime volunteer Jenny Matz. 
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Club Notes
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Our club helps tomorrow’s Serrans 

Our club contributedd $2,000 to help students 
from Wheeling Central Catholic High School to 
attend the  National Catholic Youth Conference.  
The students and moderator (and Serran) Kristi 
Riedel were grateful. 
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